TWENTY YEARS AGO, Linda Quirk began running
as a way to mentally remove herself from an unhap-
py family situation. Now, she runs for a cause that
she credits with bringing her family together.

The 55-year-old Jacksonville grandmother of
three is on a campaign to raise $1 million for the
addiction scholarship program at Caron Renaissance
nstitute treatment center in Boca Raton by running

a marathon on each of the seven continents. Caron

is a non-profit center that helps those addicted to
drugs and alcohol to recover.

Quirk’s quest, named” Run 7 on 7,"” kicked off
with the Boston Marathon in April 2008, and will
end with a race on King George Island, on the tip
of Antarctica, on March 10. In between, Quirk has

hit the ground running in China, Easter Island,

Australia, Kenya, and Iceland. Her Web site,

Run7on7.com, details her experiences in a blog.

So far, she has raised nearly a quarter of her

goal, but remains undaunted if she falls short
financially. "1 will raise the million dollars, even if |
have to go into next year to do it,” she says. She
declines to reveal her next adventure, which is
already in the works.

When Quirk first began running, she was trying
to mentally escape the troubles in her first mar-

riage. Quirk has since realized that her husband at







